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Position Scope

Freedom House mentors will be matched one-on-one with Preparing Urban Students for Success in Higher Education (PUSH) scholars to help them achieve success in their college career. The PUSH Education Program provides support for recent graduates of Boston Public High Schools as they prepare to enter 2- or 4-year colleges in the Boston area. Funded by the Boston Foundation, PUSH provides rising first-year students Summer Institute workshops including presentations about college writing, financial aid and effective study skills. During the school year, PUSH provides on- and off-campus support for scholars during their first two years of college.



Mentors who volunteer with the PUSH program will work with students to provide support as they transition into college. They may share insights about career paths, offer advice about course selection, give feedback, provide a reliable support system, etc.
    Outline of Volunteers’ Responsibilities
· To connect with mentee on a regular basis either in person or by phone.

· To offer support for mentee as he/she adjusts to college.

· To provide friendship, support and inspiration through an ongoing, one-on-one relationship.
· To support mentee in refining and accomplishing tangible goals and skills.
· To be available to mentee outside of scheduled meetings when appropriate.
Training and Support Plan

During the matching process, mentors will complete an orientation training lead by Freedom House staff. Subsequent issue-specific workshops for mentors may be offered. The mentoring coordinator will be available throughout the mentor’s commitment to address any specific questions or concerns.
Reporting

Mentors will be asked to complete a brief online check-in on a monthly basis stating if they met with their mentee, for how long, and if they have any concerns. More information will be provided at orientation. Further reporting will take place on a case-by-case basis.
Time Commitment

Each mentor is asked to make a 1-year commitment with the choice to continue for a second year. Mentors and mentees will connect at least once per month either by phone or in person (in-person meetings are encouraged whenever possible). Mentors will spend a minimum of 2 hours with mentee per month.
Qualifications Needed
· Commitment to supporting youth as they work toward higher learning with an ability to be a trustworthy active listener.
· Reliability, flexibility and patience in working with students of varying backgrounds.
· At least 21 years old, is a resident of the greater-Boston area and is willing to complete the application and screening process.
· Graduate of a 2- or 4-year college.
For more information or to receive an application, please contact Ali Urban or visit www.freedomhouse.com
aurban@freedomhouse.com • (617) 445-3705
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